forward 



Harold Weisberg 

Rte 8, Frederick, Hd. 21701 

3/12/74 



bear Merman, 



;. j l a V 



) 



It is worse than ’’too bad" when people engage in futilities. i t can be fatal. 

When we kid ourselves we get Hitlers and Nisons. 

X fait great whoa X read of your idea for the Comrattee for a Fifth Estate. 

We sure need something like it. Particularly pariahs like a®, He become pariahs by 
dosing what those who enjoy a less unwelcome status cannot or do not do. 

oC-iZi ’.h 

But Sornaa, that was sore than a year age. and now for next asesfea/you are holding 
a benefit for the organising cotasLttee? 



Will you have it organised and functioning in tine for the coronation? 

And will it spend scarce resources on such projects as Bud's lamentable counter- 
productivity at Georgetown? Or fail to learn that failures are failures, as his GTIA 
was before you pitched in? 

At Georgetown X told you that if you want to let the greasy. kid stuff go, come 
and aee me. If you wanted an evaluation other than my work provides, it was available 
from bad or Jia. While Bud and I disagree on many tilings, one being his CTIa, whoso future 
sas easy to forecast before he started it, X think he would, have told you fairly what 
A have done and hove in hand and what I have regularly done that ho regarded as impos- 
sible when i said I would.. Despite our disagreements* Bud and X still work together. 

Jim would have told you more and with detailed, specifics. My hat always lias rabbits for 
his. % i s skinning one now (X start work before he goes to bed), to be filed in federal 
district court in Washington today. The Fourth Estate, if it is consistent, will ignore 
it. I think flint even after Watergate it is a helluva story, X would like to believe the 
kind of thing that should interest the Fifth Estate. 



At Georgetown you said you would speak to me later. Almost four months is not 
"later. !t Jim approached you about soaetiing, but you were, he said, took busy* 

Of course, you my doubt that I have none what X represent. But if vou are serious 
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about this progeny whose gestation has already been delayed longer than Garguantiuly why 
do you not look for yourself or ask? 

What you seem to be talking about I was doing before you began shaving and I m 
doing it now, ns I have every reason to believe nobody 7 else has or will. Again, I 
invite inquiry. For what 1 began doing in the 1930s X have endured a lasting curse. 

And to continue doing it 1 have put everything 1 have in hock. ^It ©rally. 

fhere are certain consistencies in these four decades. When the DnAnoricans passed 
a law to get so, th . siuas law Weieher referred to in the Ervin, hearings in telling of 
Jolson’s visit to him, the established literati were silent. (l fought alone, before the 
grand jury 7 that was supposed to do me in, and got the Uaamerican agent convicted, ^ver 
hoard of anyone else doing it?) Recently, when a federal judge actually said that I 
should be "forever forfsudiag ed" from carrying my investigations on, the literati, 
including the one who wants to organise a Fifth Estate, remained, mute. And no paper 
reported it. 



Doing what X have done has assured X would bt permanently without means. But 1 have 
also always tried to run my own unfinaaced Fifth Estate, ^hus when in their time of 
travail one of the Hollywood X‘ea came to me he left with the research for a bock on the 
committee that was persecuting them. An enemous, costly and definitive labor so complete 
it included what you have neither seen nor hoard of, a complete record of every public 



penny that connittee has spent - enough tp put some of the® in jisl - more than the one 




who want there* The Sea lacked the guts or the Imagination to use what * left them have. 
’They also lacked the decency to return so much as a. cage o“ the countlaae bozos they took# 

That was ao long ago it aust have coincidea with the beginning of your awareness, if 
you became aware early# 

Recently I wrote two of the Ten who are in good shape# Not to panhandle but to see 

if they could find the time to explore the possibilities of others Baking bob© use of 
the work I have done and can do nothing with# Dalton frumbo, for whom I have had the 
greatest respect fro?? his earliest writing* did not bother to respond. Albert Halts 
regretted illness and his inability to find time. 

Sine- gour 50th birthday present to yourself of this still-coming Fifth Estate X 
have wondered if you would also talk big and do nothing# What you have done that X know 
of was not helpful, was hurtful, and should have cost you sane money. That was the 
Qeorgetwon fiasco# It required little sophistication to know it hold no other possibilities, 
f went after twice refusing only because Bad asked, it as a personal favor# The money 



you put into 



iiat 



would have done acre good if you had tossed it in a toilet. 



If you dream of inventing the wheel, dream, Norman. But in silence# 

We have a wonderful generation of young people# Life and the world you and. X have 
given than will disillusion then enough and fast enough. Please don’t add to it. And 
don’ii liens? frustrations i or yourself# 

It takes more thanacS fine words arid noble dreams to do something# une has to knew 
how and then dare. The Hollywood Ten, rich as they were and with all theupablic support 
they had, went to jail whan they had corn! tied no oriae# I had not a penny, no public 
support, did not even get tried, and to this day that committee has never dared print 
my testimony. 



You 



may ta& 



otherwise, but my purpose is not to brag# 



Not Manning takes the time to loam if I indeed have that which is now so topical, 
gad having avoided any appraisal by others, you don’t know if X bragged at v*eorgeteB», 
either. Xs it unfair to take this complete lack of interest as a season? of your 
intentions for the Fifth tfetate and as a forecast of what it may and jaay not do “if you 
get past piirtics with it? 



There is ouch a need# But there is no need for soro futilities, tore self- 
deceptions, mtm propagandising of the paranoid which seeks to equate jerking of 






with love. 



1 guess I’m lltcky I’s too broke to spend the ten bucks next week 



.a have to 



conserve the miles left in ay car that has gofee well over 100,000 of then, for while 
1 izLght enjoy meeting nose of the peox?le at the *>ralth&s» '£ would not enjoy being part 
of still another futility. 

-’»■# _ 

Nonetheless, good luck. I wish x believed it possible* 
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